2010 begins with the great news which broke on Friday, January 8th; that the Cooper # 1 Stadium field will undergo retrofitting to convert the playing surface to artificial turf. Thanks to the generous donations of the Harry Cooper and Rick McCreary families of $800,000 collectively, the project is fast tracked with an anticipated groundbreaking date of no later than May 1 and a completion kick-off date of no later than August 1. The renovation may also include other amenities such as a new score clock, new team seating areas, upgraded lighting and renovating the press box although nothing is confirmed or verified at this time. The Springfield/Greene County Park Board has approved the acceptance of the gifts and will spearhead the project. 
    The field conversion affords Lake Country Soccer, the largest user of the Cooper Soccer Complex the added flexibility to play games in spite of excessive rain fall whereas field conditions in this circumstance would normally close other fields on the complex. The addition of turf also allows the Parks Department and Lake Country Soccer to pursue higher profile soccer events at various amateur, collegiate and professional levels. 
    A best case scenario wish list in terms of facility upgrades and improvements over the next 2-10 years would include, but not limited to:

    New score clocks for all three Cooper fields
    Upgraded bleacher seating for Cooper # 2
    Expand the press box for use on Cooper # 2
    Upgraded team bench areas on Cooper # 1
    Adding changing rooms/locker rooms for Cooper # 2
    Security/perimeter fencing around Cooper #2 and Cooper #3
    Adding bleacher seating for LCS/Jan Stahle Field #10
    Adding a press box for LCS/Jan Stahle Field #10
    Adding a score clock for LCS/Jan Stahle Field #10
    Adding team bench areas for LCS/Jan Stahle Field #10
    Adding lights for LCS/Jan Stahle Field #10
    Adding artificial turf to LCS/Jan Stahle Field #10
    Adding a playground to the south fields just beyond field #9 along the tree line
    Adding a sand pit for "beach soccer" on the south complex

    Again, this is a wish list that will require significant donations and fund raising to install these improvements.  More importantly, emergency funds would have to be established to financially support ongoing maintenance and, eventually, as artificial surfaces age, replacement of turf fields.  

Kelly Ross; Executive Director
Lake Country Soccer
