Can you believe it?  Lake Country Soccer began 25 years ago.  Not a lot of hooplah about our Silver Anniversary; we just keep plugging along, focused on growing the game of soccer and keeping our name in the public domain.  This organization began as a middle school league for boys who had "graduated" from the "Y".  Now, we're a 60+ acre indoor/outdoor facility with 18 full sized outdoor fields, seven of which are lighted and an indoor futsal and indoor soccer field serving soccer players ages 3 through adult.  

My first experience here at Lake Country was during the 1993 US Youth Soccer Region II Championship tournament.  I was living in Kansas City at the time, working in Student Affairs for Rockhurst University and was coaching Division 1 men's soccer at the University of Missouri - Kansas City.  I was also a referee on the rise in the regional and national scene and had been selected to officiate the Region II tournament, representing Kansas.  The highlight of that year for me, and what remains to be one of the highlights of my officiating career to date, was being selected to work the Under-19 Boys Regional Final between Vardar (MI) and Mequon United (WI).  In case you didn't know, Lake Country Soccer hosted the regional tournament again in 2001.

The involvement of volunteers at that time was pivotal in helping to get this organization off the ground.  There were countless volunteers in the mix and through the years.  Too many to list here and it would be an afront to list some and not others.  Those of you who were here in 1984 (and since) remember the rock picking days; where team parents and players scoured the fields picking up rocks to ensure a safe playing surface for the kids.

The first indoor arena was located at the corner of Cedarburg and Pythian (where the Rock climbing facility is currently).  As the popularity of indoor grew, Lake Country needed it's own facility;  Where the Dome currently sits, and which was expanded in 2003 with the addition of the futsal field.  Our organization is the largest indoor/outdoor-public/private soccer facility in the midwest.  

Unbeknownst to most, the fields (soccer) and surrounding facilities (Killian Softball, Cooper Tennis, Cooper Baseball) are all city owned property under the control of the Springfield/Greene County Parks & Recreation department.  Lake Country Soccer, as an independent 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization has a public/private partnership with the Parks department that allows for use of the fields.  In that vein, Lake Country Soccer is responsible for maintenance and care for all of the outdoor fields and the indoor facility.  However, Lake Country Soccer does not draw funds from the public (no tax dollars).  We operate our own programs apart from the Parks Department.  We raise our own revenues and we pay our own bills.  We are a parks facility for all intents and purposes, are bound by city ordinance and under the direction of the Park Board as well as the Lake Country Soccer Board.  We provide services upon request for selected programs operated by the Parks department.  Conversely, where Park Board services are needed for Lake Country Soccer, the Park Board has been very helpful in its assistance to Lake Country Soccer, as needed, when needed.  It is a very unique partnership that benefits both the Parks Department and the soccer community of Southwest Missouri.  

It would be an egregious oversight however, if I failed to mention the magnanimous generosity of Harry Cooper; for without  his ongoing support of Lake Country Soccer and recreational sport in the city in general, this organization and this facility would not be what it is today and what it will continue to be in the future.  

I would like to close with a few current facts about Lake Country Soccer, to put our organization into numeric perspective:

Est.  1984
Number of fields:  18 (outdoor - 7 lighted); 2 indoor
Total Acreage (est.) - 60
Number of registered youth players (Aug. 08-July 09) - 2,900
Number of participants (youth & adult / indoor & outdoor) - 3,500 (est.)
Number of annual impressions:  15,000 (est.)
Number of FULL-TIME Employees:  1 (Executive Director)
Number of PART-TIME Employees:  Varies (minimum 4)
                        Sandi Hendricks; Membership Services
                        Katie Ellsworth; Facility Ops
                        Cliff Jacobs; Facility Maintenance
                        Tommy Freeman; Mowing (under contract)
                        Todd McCutcheon; Concessions

Number of MAJOR events hosted in 2009:  5
Community Organizations Served (visiting groups):  
                                  Knights of Columbus
                                  Troop 11 Cub Scouts
                                  Lighthouse Football
                                  Flyers (Radio Controlled planes/helicopters)
                                  Wed AM Soccer Moms
                                  MSU Frizz Bears (ultimate frisbee)
                                  Springfield Public Schools
                                  National Home School Soccer Championships
                                  MSU R.O.T.C.
                                  Champion Athletes of the Ozarks
                                  Arc of the Ozarks
                                  Ozark Turf Managers
                                  Solutions, Inc.
                                  Springfield/Greene County Parks Dept.
                                  Springfield Wolfpack Arena Football
                                  Total Demize (P.A.S.L. & PDL)
                                  Springfield Soccer Club
                                  Springfield Catholic HS 
                                  Greenwood HS
                                  Drury University Soccer (Men's/Women's)
                                  Missouri Youth Soccer Association

Community Partners:  (Sponsors/Advertisers)
                             Electronic Video Systems
                             Empire Bank
                             Import Specialists
                             Incredible Pizza
                             Integrity Athletic Performance
                             Krispy Kreme
                             Ozarks Coca-Cola / Dr Pepper Bottling Co.
                             Qdoba Mexican Grill
                             Richard's Hawgwild BBQ
                             Signature Home Comfort
                             Springfield Cardinals
                             Springfield Sealing & Striping
                             Steak-n-Shake
                             St. John's Sports Medicine
                             Yellowbook

LCS Board of Directors composition:  9 elected community leaders/volunteers
    President - Dan Wichmer; City of Springfield
    Vice-President - Angela Fiester; Integrity Home Care
    Secretary - Jerry Harmison; Harmison/Pearson Law Office
    Treasurer - Scott Henderson; BKD, Inc.
          Board Member - Mike Pyles
          Board Member - David Cheek
          Board Member - Bobbi Box
          Board Member - Bob Horton
          Board Member - Chad Jaeger
          Ex-Officio - Kim Reser; Springfield/Greene County Parks Dept.



For the game,


Kelly R. Ross; Executive Director
Lake Country Soccer
