August, 2009

     August signifies the annual start of the soccer season at LCS. As a parent, coach, referee and Board member, I want to take this opportunity to remind all parents, coaches and players that while we focus on the scheduling and attendance and practices and games, one area we should all concentrate on is being courteous. 

     As everyone is aware, the majority of people with whom you will interact will be volunteers and children under the age of 18. These are people who are trying to make your child’s practice or game a constructive and positive experience. While no one is perfect, we should all try to demonstrate appropriate behavior while at LCS. The games are for the benefit of your children. Your behavior as a parent or coach will either make the game or practice a pleasant experience or the behavior can cause everyone to walk away with a bad taste in their mouth. 

     Coaches and parents who berate (I do not consider yelling to be criticism) players, referees or other parents do not add anything constructive to a game or practice. Unfortunately, we have seen an increase in this type of behavior at LCS in the last several months. We, as an organization, will not tolerate such behavior, we will remove the offender and we will hand out suspensions that send a message to others. 

     While I do not like to put a damper on the upcoming season, I will offer examples of behavior that occurred and that resulted in the need for this warning.

1. One parent striking another parent (they had children on the same team).

2. Players planning a fight and executing their plan during the post-game handshake.

3. Coaches condoning the above fight.

4. Coaches threatening referees. 

5. Parents threatening referees.

6. Parents arguing with parents from the other team (the game was a u10 game).

7. Coaches screaming, using foul language, at players on the sidelines for not playing according to the coaches instructions (the coach was a coach for a U8 girls team.). 

     I wish that the above examples were taken from other leagues in other areas of the country, but these were incidents that occurred here. 

     The Board of Directors has determined that any type of behavior that involves more than just the “usual” issues that referees address with red cards or ejections will be the subject of Board review. I caution anyone who engages in the above types of behavior to prepare for stiff penalties. We must stop the outrageous behavior. 

Thanks for your cooperation.

