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Lake Country Soccer, Inc.

League Policies:  Youth

Rule # 1

NAME

The league(s) shall be known as the LAKE COUNTRY SOCCER LEAGUE (hereafter referred to as “The League”) and will be comprised of any, properly US Soccer, US Youth Soccer, Missouri Youth Soccer and/or Lake Country Soccer affiliated team which is accepted to participate in “the League.”

Rule # 2

PURPOSE

The purpose of “The League” is to provide league play opportunities for teams and clubs for the U8, U9, U10, U11, U12, U13, U14, U15, U16, U17, U18 and U19 age divisions where applicable.

Rule # 3

AUTHORITY

“The League” is authorized by the Lake Country Soccer, Inc., (hereafter referred to as “LCS, Inc.”) Board of Directors.  “The League” will be managed and administered by “LCS, Inc.”  The “League” shall be properly affiliated with the Missouri Youth Soccer Association (hereafter referred to as, “MYSA”), US Youth Soccer and US Soccer.

Rule # 4

LEAGUE OFFICE

The official league office shall be the headquarters of “LCS, Inc.”  The current location of “LCS, Inc.” is:

2334 E. Pythian Drive

Springfield, MO.  65802

Tel: (417) – 862 – 3211

Fax: (417) – 862 – 5223

Email:  lakecountrysoccer @lakecountrysoccer.org

Rule # 5

LEAGUE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

“The League,” Board of Directors shall consist of the “LCS, Inc.” Executive Director and the elected “LCS, Inc.” Board of Directors 

Rule # 6

LEAGUE DIRECTOR

The Executive Director for “LCS, Inc.” shall serve as the “League Director” for “The League.”  The League Director shall be responsible for the organization and operation of “The League” in accordance with the established league rules and policies, as approved by the “LCS, Inc.,” Board of Directors and to be consistent with “MYSA”, US Youth Soccer and US Soccer policies where applicable.

Rule # 7

BUDGET AND FEES

The League Director will prepare a “League Operations Budget” for “The League” subject to the approval of the “LCS, Inc.” Board of Directors.  The budget will be submitted to the LCS, Inc., Treasurer.  The LCS, Inc., Board of Directors shall determine the league fees and set performance bonds as needed.  The League Director shall be responsible for collection of league fees from all participating teams.  All funds collected MUST be made payable to “LCS” or “LCS, Inc.”, or “Lake Country Soccer”, or “Lake Country Soccer, Inc.” and deposited into the LCS, Inc. account.

Rule # 8

APPLICATION TO THE LEAGUE

Teams which are affiliated members of “USSF” may apply for entry to “The League.”  All applications must be made to “The League” in accordance within established application protocols and deadlines.   All deadlines to apply for fall, spring and summer league play shall be posted on the LCS, Inc., web site.

Rule # 9

REGISTRATION

To participate in “The League”, a team must be affiliated with “USSF”, or “MYSA” or “LCS, Inc.” and in “good standing status.”

Rule # 10
TEAM CREDENTIALS

· PLAYER PASSES & ROSTERS

Each team/player MUST have validated USSF affiliated or US Youth Soccer affiliated player passes and a validated TEAM ROSTER issued by a USSF or US Youth Soccer affiliated organization.  All player passes MUST be LAMINATED.    Missouri team coaches MUST register with “MYSA,” for KidSafe Risk Management registration  purposes.  Player passes and rosters MUST be available at any sanctioned game.  

· MEDICAL CONSENT TO TREAT FORMS

Medical consent to treat forms must be available at any sanctioned game.

The league will allow a one game “grace” period of a team’s schedule with regard to player passes and rosters, which permits a game to be played absent of player passes.  An official “roster” shall be submitted to the referee listing all players’ names, corresponding jersey numbers and birthdates.  Failing to provide this MAY result in (a) the game not being played, and/OR (b) a forfeit charged to the team which does not produce a roster and player passes.

By a team’s second scheduled game, ROSTERS and VALIDATED (laminated) PLAYER PASSES will be required.   Teams which cannot produce player passes and a team roster risk (a) the game not being played, and/OR (b) a forfeit charged to the team which does not produce a roster and passes.  Each incident will be addressed on site, on a case-by-case basis.  
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Rule # 11
SCHEDULE OF GAMES

The League Director shall be responsible for preparing the league schedule of games.  The League Director shall set the parameters of the dates that the league games will be played.  The schedule will be prepared with dates and field locations.  

· All games shall be played as scheduled.  Scheduling priorities are as follows:

· State Cup play dates 

· LCS, Inc. scheduled play dates

· Mediated Play dates

· League Games may only be changed or canceled by LCS, Inc., for the following reasons:

· Weather

· Direct conflict with same day State Cup game(s)

· Catastrophic circumstances

· Under NO CIRCUMSTANCE, shall a team intend to cancel a game without first notifying “The League.”  Such actions MAY result in charging the team with a “FORFEIT” AND “Team fine.”  Lake Country Soccer nor the opposing team will be obligated to reschedule the game.
· “The League” will make every reasonable effort to accommodate teams if schedule changes, adjustments or modifications are necessary or requested, subject to opposing team, referee and/or field availability, for situations not deemed to be the fault of “The League.” 

Rule # 12

SCHEDULE CHANGE PROTOCOL

If a team is unable to play a match as scheduled, the team MUST follow the procedures set forth below:

1. Notify “The League” via email or telephone call in a “timely” manner.  The team contact MUST speak directly with an LCS., Inc., staff member so that all pertinent information can be obtained.  Under NO CIRCUMSTANCE shall a team contact an opposing team directly, to make changes/modifications to the league schedule.  

2. “The League” will contact the opposing team.

3. “The League” will determine if a reschedule is appropriate.

4. “The League” will make every reasonable effort to work with both teams if a reschedule is deemed appropriate.  

5. It is understood, that the opposing team is under no obligation to accommodate the team needing to make a schedule change.  

6. It is further understood, that the purpose of “The League” and the intent of all teams accepted into “The League”  is to complete a league schedule for the benefit of the youth participants.  

Rule #  13

FAILURE TO SHOW / PLAY - FINES

Teams that fail to play a league game or games MAY be subject to a TEAM NO-SHOW FORFEIT or FORFEIT fine.  The fine shall, minimally, cover REEREE GAME FEES

Rule # 14

FIELDS – FACILITIES (APPEARANCE / PROHIBITIONS)

“The League” shall be responsible for all field preparations for league games.  Under NO CIRCUMSTANCE shall a team change fields without receiving direct instruction/permission in writing from “The League.”  

· Lake Country Soccer, Inc., is in partnership with the Springfield- Greene County Parks & Recreation Department.  As such, the soccer grounds are city property.  All team participants are asked to assist in keeping the grounds in good condition.  All team participants are expected to clean up team bench areas after each contest.  Trash receptacles are strategically placed throughout the park to aid in the endeavor to keep our facility clean.  

· Because the Lake Country Soccer, Inc. grounds are city/county parks and recreation department property, the following activities are strictly prohibited:

· TOBACCO products, and the use thereof, of any sort anywhere on the complex, is strongly discouraged during any soccer activities and events.
· ALCOHOL possession AND/OR consumption anywhere on the complex, but especially during any soccer activity/event is strictly prohibited.  Any person found to be in possession of alcoholic beverages will be asked to discontinue its use.  In some cases, law enforcement may be called to assist.
Rule # 15

UNIFORMS

· It is the responsibility of the home team to change uniforms in case of a color conflict. 

· Each player on a team must have shirts (jerseys) of the same color.

· Each player on a team must have a different shirt (jersey) number; which must coincide with the player’s name on the team roster

· It is recommended that all players on a team wear matching colored shorts and socks.

· Players may wear long sleeve shirts under the team shirt (jersey) or articles of clothing for warmth beneath the team shirt (jersey).
· Players may wear leggings or sweats.

· All players MUST wear shin-guards.

· Footwear must be soccer appropriate footwear (i.e. football / baseball cleats are not considered appropriate footwear for soccer and players with such type athletic footwear will not be permitted to play).

Rule # 16

GAME REPORTS

At the end of each game, the winning team representative (coach, assistant coach, team manager or team parent) MUST sign the GAME REPORT to verify the final score.  

· This will not be the appropriate opportunity to dispute or discuss the game, except if the referee wishes to permit such a discussion.  

· In the event of a tie; both team representatives/coaches MUST sign the game report to verify the score.  

Rule # 17
YELLOW CARDS (Cautions) / RED CARD (Send offs): SUSPENSIONS

All yellow and red cards issued during the course of play will be recorded and reviewed by the League Director.  

· In the case where a player receives two yellow cards in the same game the resulting action is a red card/ejection send-off.  In this case, the player will not be eligible to participate in the team’s next scheduled/played league game; as all red cards require a minimum one (1) game suspension.

· RED CARDS

· Players that receive a “red card” during a league game shall be suspended for a minimum of one (1) game.  The player, minimally, is not eligible to participate in the team’s next scheduled league game.  This includes two (2) yellow cards received in the same contest (equating to a “red card” send-off).

· The team receiving the red card shall play short for the remainder of the game.

· The League Director may assess a longer suspension subject to the severity of the offense and a review of prior misconduct reports of the offending player.  Red card send-offs and the correlating suspension include, but are not limited to:

1. Violent Conduct; 2-12 games subject to the severity of the offense

2. Spitting (at any other person); 2-12 games 

3. Serious Foul Play (SFP), denying an obvious goal scoring opportunity by use of the hands (this does NOT apply to the goalkeeper within their own penalty area); one (1) game

4. Serious Foul Play (SFP), denying an obvious goal scoring opportunity against an opponent punishable by a free-kick, or penalty kick; minimum one (1) game subject to the severity of the offense.

5. Serious Foul Play; minimum one (1) game subject to the severity of the offense

6. Uses offensive, insulting or abusive language and/or gestures toward any person; minimum one (1) game subject to the severity of the offense.

7. Receives a second yellow card (caution) in the same match; minimum one (1) game suspension subject to the severity of the offense.

Rule #  18

COACH CONDUCT / MISCONDUCT : 

SPECTATOR CONDUCT / MISCONDUCT

Youth soccer is a game for kids.  Lake Country Soccer, Inc., recognizes the enjoyment and importance of soccer recreation and competition.  Coaches and team personnel are expected to exhibit the highest level of sporting conduct/behavior at all games.  If the referee (or crew) determines the conduct of a coach (es) or spectator(s) is detrimental to the game, the referee may ask the offending person(s) to vacate the “game area” / “immediate vicinity”.  The “game area” / “immediate vicinity” shall be minimally defined as sufficient distance from the playing field where the offending person(s) cannot cause additional disruptions to the game.  This shall be considered the “Out of sight and sound” principle.  Usually, the offending person is required to return to their vehicle in the parking lot.
Any coach or team personnel asked to leave a contest, is not eligible to stand with the team in the team’s next scheduled league contest.  The League Director reserves the right to assess a lengthier suspension subject to the severity of the reason for the dismissal.

· Lake Country Soccer, Inc., will make its best efforts to have on-site staff available on game day.  In some cases, other easily identifiable individuals may be on-hand on game day.  In either event, LCS, Inc., staff or its designated agents will have the authority to INTERVENE to assist game officials to remove troublesome team personnel or spectators.  This will be carried out in the most professional way possible subject to the cooperation of the offending person(s).

Spectators are a valued necessity to enhance the participation experience for our youthful members.  Spectators are considered welcomed visitors to any and all soccer related activities hosted by LCS, Inc.

However, spectators who exhibit less than desirable/acceptable behavior on the sidelines, spoils the enjoyment and pleasure of the game for the youth participants.  In this case, spectators MAY be asked to vacate the premises so as to not cause further disruptions to any game.  In this case, the “out of sight, out of sound” principle will be enforced.

· Lake Country Soccer, Inc., will make its best efforts to have on-site staff available on game day.  In some cases, other easily identifiable individuals may be on-hand on game day.  In either event, LCS, Inc., staff or its designated agents will have the authority to INTERVENE to assist game officials to remove troublesome spectators.  This will be carried out in the most professional way possible subject to the cooperation of the offending person(s).


Rule # 19

HEARINGS & APPEALS

Decisions of the League Director regarding suspensions assessed to players, coaches and/or team personnel may be appealed in accordance with “The League” “Hearing & Appeals” policy.  

· “The League” Hearing & Appeals Policy shall be:

1. Appeals will first be addressed by the League Director.  

· Appeals on suspensions MUST be submitted in writing to the “League Director” and must be accompanied with a $25 appeal fee, made payable to “LCS, Inc.”

· If the appeal is upheld, the appeal fee shall immediately be forfeited to “The League.”

· If the appeal is overturned, the appeal fee shall be returned, minus a $5.00 processing fee.

2. If the party filing the appeal is not satisfied with the League Director’s decision, the party may file a secondary appeal to “The League” Disciplinary Hearing & Appeals Board and request a “Hearing.” (see USSF Bylaw 701 regarding hearing procedures).

· Hearings to appeal suspensions MUST be submitted to the League Director in writing and must be accompanied with a $50 appeal fee, made payable to “LCS, Inc.”   

· If the appeal is upheld, the appeal fee shall immediately be forfeited to “The League.”

· If the appeal is overturned, the appeal fee shall be returned, minus a $15.00 processing fee. 

3. If the party filing the secondary appeal is not satisfied with the decision of the “League Disciplinary Hearing & Appeals Board”, may file an appeal with the Missouri Youth Soccer Association, in accordance with “MYSA” Hearings & Appeals procedures.

4. US Youth Soccer By Law 704, Section 1:  “No member of USYSA, official, league, club, team , player, coach, administrator or referee may invoke the aid of the courts of the United States or of a state without first exhausting  all available remedies within the appropriate soccer organizations, as provided within US Youth Soccer.


USSF Bylaw 701.  HEARING PROCEDURES

Section 1.

(a)
In all hearings conducted under these (USSF) bylaws, the parties shall be accorded:

(1) notice of the specific charges or alleged violations in writing and possible consequences if the charges are found to be true;

(2) reasonable time between receipt of the notice of charges and the hearing within which to prepare a defense;

(3) the right to have the hearing conducted at a time and place so as to make it practicable for the person charged to attend;

(4) a hearing before a disinterested and impartial body of fact-finders;

(5) the right to be assisted in the presentation of one's case at the hearing;

(6) the right to call witnesses and present oral and written evidence and argument;

(7) the right to confront witnesses, including the right to be provided the identity of witnesses in advance of the hearing;

(8) the right to have a record made of the hearing if desired;

(9) a written decision, with reasons for the decision, based solely on the evidence of record, issued in a timely fashion, with all Federation grievance decisions posted on the Federation website, and sent to the Board of Directors and all Organization members;

(10) notice of any substantive and material action of the hearing panel in the course of the proceedings; and

(11) quality concerning communications, and no ex parte communication is permitted between a party and any person involved in making its decision or procedural determination except to provide explanations involving procedures to be followed.

Rule # 20

RULES OF PLAY

1. “The League” will follow US Soccer (“FIFA’s Laws of the Game”) as modified by US Youth Soccer and “MYSA”.

2. Team player passes and rosters MUST be available at any sanctioned game.  

3. Team jerseys MUST have uniquely different uniform numbers which must correspond to the players’ names listed on the team roster.

4. Standings shall be maintained for the purpose of determining seeding for the League Tournament

· 3 points for a win

· 1 point for a tie

· 0 points for a loss

· Deduction of one (1) point for each red card for any player or coach/team representative on a team accumulated through the season.  
· FORFEIT victories shall be recorded as a 3-0 score-line

· In the event of a tie, the following tie-breaker(s) shall be used in the order listed, to determine seeding position for the League Tournament

· Head-to-Head winner

· Goal differential (goals for vs goals against), net, up to 3 goals per game

· Fewest goals allowed, in total through all games

· Most recorded shut-outs

· Coin Toss 

5. Length of games:

a. U17 – U19

2 – 45’ halves

Ball Size # 5
b. U15 – U16

2 – 40’ halves

Ball Size # 5
c. U13 – U14

2 – 35’ halves

Ball Size # 5
d. U11-U12 11v11

2 – 30’ halves

Ball Size # 4
e. U11 – U12 8v8

2 – 25’ halves

Ball Size # 4
f. U9 – U10 8v8

2 – 25’ halves

Ball Size # 4

g. U7 – U8 5v5

2- 20’ halves

Ball Size # 3


h. Minor Leagues 3-4
4 - 6 minute quarters
Ball Size # 3

i. Minor Leagues 4-5
4 – 7 minute quarters
Ball Size # 3

j. Mini Kickers 4-5

4 – 5 minute quarters
Ball Size # 3

k. Junior Kickers 6-8
4 – 7 minute quarters
Ball Size # 3

l. Middle School

2 – 35’ halves

Ball Size # 5

6. Protests 

a. Can only be made by the designated team coach / team manager.  Protests MUST be submitted in writing to the League Director within 24 hours of completion of the game in question.    Submission may only be made via hard copy typed or emailed letter.  All protests must include the name of the team person submitting the protest and must include an email address AND a working telephone number.

b. Can only be submitted for an obvious breach or violation of the league rules of play.  

c. Decisions of the referee, in so much as the facts of the game during play are concerned, are not grounds for protest.  

7. Substitutions may be made at the following times:

a. Goal kick – either team may sub

b. Throw-in:  only the team in possession of the throw may sub players

c. After a goal has been scored:  either team may sub

d. At half time – either team may sub

e. During an injury stoppage with the permission of the referee

f. At any other stoppage with the permission of the referee

i. A player who has been sent-off / red carded; may not be replaced

g. Substitutions shall be ready to enter the match when a change is requested.  Substitutes shall wait at the halfway line and enter the field of play when beckoned by the referee.

i. Only those players listed on the team roster are eligible to play in the game

8. All players in a game MUST be on the team roster submitted to the referee prior to the start of the game.  Under NO CIRCUMSTANCE may a team utilize a non-registered player for any league game.  If it is confirmed that a team utilized a non-registered player, that team SHALL forfeit the game AND may be subject to a forfeit fine and possibly, additional disciplinary actions taken against the coach/team personnel which may include SUSPENSION AND FINES.

· Under NO CIRCUMSTANCE may a team allow a player, who is under suspension, to participate in a league game. If it is confirmed that a team utilized a suspended player, that team SHALL forfeit the game AND may be subject to a forfeit fine and possibly, additional disciplinary actions taken against the coach/team personnel which may include SUSPENSION AND FINES.

· A player may not play on two separate teams within the same division.  IF a child signs up to play in two different divisions AND IF that child has paid to be in two different divisions; and THEN Lake Country decides to merge the two division due to a shortage of teams or otherwise; THEN Lake Country shall notify that child and that child's teams that that child is now approved to play on two teams in one division; if the child plays on two different teams without written pre-approval from Lake Country then that child’s teams will forfeit all games that child has played in, without said approval. 

Rule # 21
RAIN OUTS / INCLEMENT WEATHER

In the event that inclement weather threatens or could cause the cancellation of games, please check the home page of our web site at www.lakecountrysoccer.org for updated information.  We also have a “Field Conditions & Weather Information Hotline” 862-3211 and when the voicemail system picks up, press the number 4 which is updated regularly for weather related issues.

Games which may be temporarily suspended or canceled in the morning does not necessarily translate to afternoon games being canceled.  Please check the home page of our web site for up to date information.
Games in progress may either be temporarily suspended or canceled due to weather.  In some cases, games under this circumstance may not be replayed and the result of the game at the time of the suspension may be declared FINAL.

Under no circumstance will games continue or be played with the threat of lightning, or if the area is under a severe thunderstorm warning, a tornado watch or warning.  

If there is visible lighting in the area (from as far as 10 miles away), there is a mandatory 30 (thirty) minute wait period for each lightning flash or strike.  If it is believed that the wait period will exceed 90 minutes, affected games may be canceled and possibly rescheduled subject to field, referee and time availability.  Please review the USSF Position Paper on Severe weather which can be downloaded from our web site.

Rule # 22
OTHER MATTERS NOT PROVIDED FOR

The League Director reserves the right to make decisions and resolve conflicts on matters not otherwise provided for elsewhere in these policies of the Lake Country Soccer League.  In the case of an actual conflict of interest with the League Director, the President of the LCS, Inc., Board of Directors shall make decisions and resolve conflicts.

Lake Country Soccer, Inc.

2334 E. Pythian Drive

Springfield, MO.  65802

Tel:  (417) – 862 – 3211

Fax:  (417) – 862 – 5223

email:  lakecountrysoccer@lakecountrysoccer.org
Http://www.lakecountrysoccer.org
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